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DETAILED ACTION 

Status of Claims 

1 . This action is in reply to the initial filing filed on 24 December 2003. 

2. Claims 21-50 are currently pending and have been examined. 

3. Examiner's Note: The Examiner has pointed out particular references contained in the prior art 
of record within the body of this action for the convenience of the Applicant. Although the specified 
citations are representative of the teachings in the art and are applied to the specific limitations within the 
individual claim, other passages and figures may apply. Applicant, in preparing the response, should 
consider fully the entire reference as potentially teaching all or part of the claimed invention, as well as 
the context of the passage as taught by the prior art or disclosed by the Examiner. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

4. The Information Disclosure Statement filed on 24 December 2003 has been considered. An 
initialed copy of the Form 1449 is enclosed herewith. 

Double Patenting 

5. The nonstatutory double patenting rejection is based on a judicially created doctrine grounded in 
public policy (a policy reflected in the statute) so as to prevent the unjustified or improper timewise 
extension of the "right to exclude" granted by a patent and to prevent possible harassment by multiple 
assignees. A nonstatutory obviousness-type double patenting rejection is appropriate where the 
conflicting claims are not identical, but at least one examined application claim is not patentably distinct 
from the reference claim(s) because the examined application claim is either anticipated by, or would 
have been obvious over, the reference claim(s). See, e.g., In re Berg, 140 F.3d 1428, 46 USPQ2d 1226 
(Fed. Cir. 1998); In re Goodman, 11 F.3d 1046, 29 USPQ2d 2010 (Fed. Cir. 1993); In re Longi, 759 F.2d 
887, 225 USPQ 645 (Fed. Cir. 1985); In re Van Ornum, 686 F.2d 937, 214 USPQ 761 (CCPA 1982); In re 
Vogel, 422 F.2d 438, 164 USPQ 619 (CCPA 1970); and In re Thorington, 418 F.2d 528, 163 USPQ 644 
(CCPA 1969). 
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6. A timely filed terminal disclaimer in compliance with 37 CFR 1.321(c) or 1.321(d) may be used to 
overcome an actual or provisional rejection based on a nonstatutory double patenting ground provided 
the conflicting application or patent either is shown to be commonly owned with this application, or claims 
an invention made as a result of activities undertaken within the scope of a joint research agreement. 

7. Effective January 1, 1994, a registered attorney or agent of record may sign a terminal disclaimer. 
A terminal disclaimer signed by the assignee must fully comply with 37 CFR 3.73(b). 

8. Claims 21-23, 26-28, 30-33, 35-38, 40-43, 45-48 and 50 are rejected on the ground of 
nonstatutory obviousness-type double patenting as being unpatentable over claims 1-2, 7-8 and 13-14 of 
U.S. Patent No. 6,678,663 B1. Although the conflicting claims are not identical, they are not patentably 
distinct from each other because the claims are similar in language and scope. 

Instant Claim Claims in US Patent 6,678,663 B1 
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9. Claims 21-22 and 36-37 and 40 differs from claim 1 in the '663 patent by rewording the claims 
and moving elements from the independent claim to the dependent claims. Similarly, the same concept 
can be applied to claims 26-27, 30, 41-42 and 45 correspond to claim 7 related to patent '663. Also, 
claims 31-32, 35, 46-47 and 50 correspond to claim 13 related to patent '663. 
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10. Claims 23 and 38 are similar to dependent claim 2 from patent '663. Similarly, the same idea 
applies to claims 28 and 43 correspond to claim 8 from patent '663. Also, claims 33 and 48 relate to 
claim 14 from patent '663. 

EXAMINER'S NOTE 

11. It appears the Applicant is attempting to invoke 35 U.S.C. 112, 6 th paragraph in Claims 15, 16, 
and claims 31 and 46 by using "means-plus-function" language, such as "means for receiving", "means 
for generating", "means for storing", etc. in the above claims. In order to successfully invoke the sixth 
paragraph, a three-prong test must be met. Namely, (1) the claim must use means-plus-function 
language; (2) the claim itself must not provided structural limitations to the means-plus-function language; 
and (3) the specification must recite explicit physical structural limitations for the means-plus-function 
language in the claim. While the above claims pass the first two prongs of the three prong test, they do 
not pass the third prong. There is no explicit recitation in the specification of any physical structures to 
perform the functions of the means-plus-function limitations in the claims. Therefore, 35 U.S.C 112, 6 th 
paragraph has not been successfully invoked. The Examiner will consider the means to perform the 
claimed functions as any means, physical or virtual, that can perform the function. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

12. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 

rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

13. Claims 21-50 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Mini et al. US 



Patent 6,684,196 B1; Shibata US Patent 6,295,552 B1 and Herzetal. US Patent 5,754,938. 
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Claims 21, 26, 31, 36, 41 and 46: 

As per claims 21, 26, 31, 36, 41 and 46, Mini teaches the method, computer readable medium 
and system comprising the steps of: 

receiving at a server first user information from a first user, where the first user information comprises the 
identity of the user (column 6, line 59 to column 7, line 13). 

receiving at the server a plurality of transaction descriptions (column 6, lines 59-64 and column 7, lines 4- 
18). 

receiving at the server a request from a second user for at least one of the plurality of transaction 
descriptions (column 2, lines 51-54 and column 5, lines 25-29). 

displaying at least one of the transaction description pages from the server to the second user, where the 
at least one displayed transaction description page corresponds to the requested transaction description 
(column 7, lines 42-45). 

receiving a request at the server from the first user to view at least one of the plurality of transaction 
descriptions (column 6, line 59 to column 7, line 13). 

Mini does not teach generating at the server a unique email address for each of the plurality of 
transaction descriptions, where email transmissions sent to the unique email address are accessible by 
the first user. However, Shibata teaches a gateway apparatus for transferring voice mail to an electronic 
mail server or transferring electronic mail to a voice mail apparatus in column 1, Iines10-18 and further 
teaches, "An address conversion unit 16 converts an electronic mail address into a voicemail box 
number, and converts a voice mail box number into an electronic mail address in accordance with an 
address conversion table corresponding between a voice mail box number assigned to a user and an 
electronic mail address assigned to said user." (Shibata, 5, column 5, lines 44-51) and "Then, the 
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electronic mail file corresponding to the retrieved voicemail is transferred to the electronic mail server 5 so 
that the electronic mail file is distributed to one of the personal computers 3 assigned for the user to 
whom the voicemail is addressed. The routine then returns to step 35 to repeat the voice mail retrieving 
operation." (column 6, lines 27-33). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the invention of Mini to allow unique email address to be accessible by first user. One 
would have been motivated to allow unique email address to be accessible by first user in order to 
highlight and display information to user. 

Mini and Shibata do not explicitly teach storing at a storage device the received plurality of transaction 
descriptions, the transaction description page generated for each transaction description, and the unique 
email address for each transaction description. However, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention of Mini to store transaction descriptions, transaction description 
page for each transaction description and the unique e-mail address for each transaction. For example, 
credit card companies store transaction description of purchases made by customers and unique e-mail 
addresses for offers sent to customers in order to maintain a file of customer history. 

Mini and Shibata do not teach generating at the server a transaction description page for each of the 
transaction description, where the transaction description page includes a message soft button that 
enables an email message to be sent to the unique email address associated with the transaction 
description and does not provide the identity of the first user nor receiving an email transmission at the 
server, where the email transmission is from the second user activating the message soft button and the 
email transmission is directed toward the unique email address and does not provide the identity of the 
second user. However, Hertz teaches pseudonymous server for system for customized electronic 
identification of desirable objects in column 1, lines 17-41 and further teaches, "The disclosed system 
provides a solution to the privacy problem by using a proxy server which acts as an intermediary between 
information provider and the user. The proxy server dissociates the user's true identity from the 
pseudonym by the user of cryptographic techniques." (column 5, lines 50-55) and "Examples of target 
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objects can include but not limited to: a newspaper story of potential interest, a movie to watch, an item to 
buy, e-mail to receive or another person to correspond with. " (column 6, lines 8-11). Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention of Mini to communicate via 
e-mail without providing the identity of the user. One would have been motivated to communicate via e- 
mail without providing the identity of the user in order provide anonymity between parties. 

generating at the server a display page comprising at least one transaction description hyper-text links 
and at least one message hyper-text links, where: 

a) the at least one transaction description hypertext link corresponds to one 
transaction description page for a transaction description (column 6, line 59 to column 7, line 13). 

Mini, Shibata and Hertz do not teach and b) the at least one message hyper-text link corresponds to one 
unique email address. However, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
invention of Mini to add a hyper-text link corresponding to one unique e-mail address. For example, 
hyper-text links have been added to e-mails for instance, a customer receives an e-mail regarding a 
coupon a hyper text link is added to the e-mail in order to direct the consumer to store website or coupon. 

and transmitting from the server the display page to the first user (column 6, line 59 to column 7, line 13). 

Mini, Shibata and Hertz do not teach receiving at the server a request to access at least one email 
transmission. However, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention of Mini to receive server request to access one email transmission. For example, when sending 
targeted advertisements via electronic mail, the advertiser or marketer requests view and access e-mail 
transmission in order to make sure advertisements were sent to the intended user. 



Application/Control Number: 10/744,009 Page 8 

Art Unit: 3688 

transmitting an email page from the server to the first user, where the email page comprises: 
Mini, Shibata and Hertz do not teach a) the text of the email transmission. However, Official Notice is 
taken that is it old and well known in the computer arts to add text to the electronic mail sent to the user. 
For example, advertisers and marketers send information via electronic mail with text to notify users of 
potential sales or discounts. 

Mini and Hertz do not teach b) a message soft button that enables an email message to be sent to the 
second user at the unique email address associated with the transaction description. However, Shibata 
teaches a gateway apparatus for transferring voice mail to an electronic mail server or transferring 
electronic mail to a voice mail apparatus in column 1, lines'! 0-1 8 and further teaches, "An address 
conversion unit 16 converts an electronic mail address into a voicemail box number, and converts a voice 
mail box number into an electronic mail address in accordance with an address conversion table 
corresponding between a voice mail box number assigned to a user and an electronic mail address 
assigned to said user." (Shibata, 5, column 5, lines 44-51) and "Then, the electronic mail file 
corresponding to the retrieved voicemail is transferred to the electronic mail server 5 so that the electronic 
mail file is distributed to one of the personal computers 3 assigned for the user to whom the voicemail is 
addressed. The routine then returns to step 35 to repeat the voice mail retrieving operation." (column 6, 
lines 27-33). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention of Mini to enable e-mail message to be sent to second user at the unique address associated 
with the transaction description. One would have been motivated to enable e-mail message to be sent to 
second user at the unique address associated with the transaction description in order to categorize and 
identify each of the advertised listings send via e-mail. 

Mini, Shibata and Hertz do not teach and receiving a second email transmission at the server. However, 
it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention of Mini to receive 
second email transmission at the server. One would have been motivated to receive second email 
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transmission at the server in order to store e-mail transmission in the network. For example, the server is 
known to perform many activities such as receive and send data. 

Claims 22, 27, 32, 37, 42 and 47: 

As per claims 22, 27, 32, 37, 42 and 47 Mini, Shibata and Hertz teach the method of claim 21, 
computer readable medium of claim 26, system of claim 31, method of claim 36, computer readable 
medium of claim 41 and system of claim 46 as described above and Mini further teaches wherein the at 
least one of the plurality of transaction descriptions is an offer for sale of at least one of a good and a 
service (column 6, line 59 to column 7, line 13). 



Claims 23, 28, 33, 38, 43 and 48: 

As per claims 23, 28, 33, 38, 43 and 48 Mini, Shibata and Hertz teach the method of claim 22, 
the computer readable medium of claim 27, system of claim 32, method of claim 37, computer readable 
medium of claim 42 and system of claim 47 as described above and Mini further teaches where the at 
least one of a good and a service comprises a real estate listing (column 6, line 59 to column 7, line 13). 

Claims 24, 29, 34, 39, 44 and 49: 

As per claims 24, 29, 34, 39, 44 and 49 Mini, Shibata and Hertz teach the method of claim 22, 
the computer readable medium of claim 27, the system of clam 32, method of claim 37, computer 
readable medium of claim 42 and system of claim 47 as described above and Mini further teaches where 
the at least one of a good and a service comprises a retail product (column 6, line 59 to column 7, line 
13). 



Claims 25, 35, 40, 45 and 50: 

As per claims 25, 35, 40, 45 and 50 Mini, Shibata and Hertz teach the method of claim 21, 
system of claim 31, method of claim 36, computer readable medium of claim 41 and the system of claim 
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46 as described above and Mini further teaches where: 

a) at least one of the plurality of transaction descriptions is received from a first user (column 6, line 59 to 
column 7, line 13). 

b) each of the plurality of transaction descriptions is an offer for sale of at least one of a good and a 
service (column 6, line 59 to column 7, line 13). 

c) each of the plurality of transaction descriptions comprise identification indicia, 
price indicia and location indicia (column 6, line 59 to column 7, line 13). 

d) each of the plurality of transaction descriptions is associated with the first user 
and the first user information (column 6, line 59 to column 7, line 13). 

Conclusion 

14. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to MATTHEW L. HAMILTON whose telephone number is (571)270-1837. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:30a. m-5p.m EST alt Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
James W. Myhre can be reached on (571 ) 272-6722. The fax phone number for the organization where 
this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from 
either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) 
at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative 
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or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272- 
1000. 



MLH 

Examiner, Art Unit 3688 
September 10, 2008 



/Donald L. Champagne/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3688 



